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Residents in Moshawane closed down national road N18 
in Mahikeng with burning tires over destroyed shacks

Mahikeng: Residents in 
Moshawane Village outside 
Mahikeng have closed the 

N18 Road leading to the Ramatlabama 
border post. This after the Mahikeng 
Local Municipality implemented a 
court order barring them from erecting 
structures on Portion 1, 2 & 3 of Farm 
Sunnyside 54 NW, JO Mahikeng along 
the same route and road leading to 
Matsapole and Tsetse Village. 
According to resident's officials from 
the municipality destroyed shacks in 
the morning of Friday, January 27th 
which is the reason for the road 
closure.“The court order was long 

issued, of which was shared with the 
people that had been selling and 
allocating stands on the farm. This 
includes Frans Mosweu and the tribal 
authority Kgosi Matlho Molema” said 
John Nkoane Municipal Spokesperson.
The land in question has been 
classified as Agricultural land and 
since early 2022 there has been 
erection of structures like shacks and 
house by individuals that have bought 
the land from the Molema and 
Mosweu. It was not yet clear as to 
what extend the municipality will go 
in terms of enforcing the court order as 
prescribed by the courts. Residents 

have vowed to fight the issue on basis 
that some have build houses. Day after 
the road closure things seemed to be 
going as normal with construction 
continuing. The municipality was due 
to release a formal statement as notices 
had already been put out and placed on 
permanent boards around the farm. 
This to make certain that all received 
the information.
The notice reads as follows: “Take 
note that on 24 November 2022, the 
North West High Court granted an 
order, under case no: UM231/2022, 
against the respondent I.e Frans 
Mosweu, all other persons who have 

illegally erected and intend to 
erect structures on portion of 
land described as Portion 1, 2 
and 3 of the farm Sunnyside 
54 JO respectively and Mahlo 
Molema in the following 
terms:
That pending the finalisation 
of the interdict application 
instituted under case 
M287/2022 Mosweu herby 
undertakes not allocate stands 
to any individual on Portion 1, 
2 and 3 of the farm Sunnyside 
54 North West, JO.
That pending the finalisation 
of the interdict application 
instituted under case 
M287/2022 All other persons 
who haveillegally erected and 

intend to erect structures on Portion 1, 
2 and 3 of the farm Sunnyside 54 
North West, JO, including Mr Mahlo 
Molema, be and are hereby interdicted 
from allocating stands, erecting 
structures or fences and occupying any 
such structures so erected on Portion 1, 
2 and 3 of the farm Sunnyside 54 
North West, JO.
That: A copy of the order, together 
with court paper in case number 
M287/2022 be served on Mr Mahlo 
Molema
All attempts to contact Mr Molema 
and Mosweu were fruitless at the time 
of going to print.

Municipality to enforce court order as community prepares to resist all atemptsPicture by Ramotswedi Rammutla
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Mahikeng: As we head into the 
second month of 2023 a lot of 
things start to sink in. South 

Africa as a country has a lot to be grateful 
for and a lot more to be dissatisfied with 
and more over it is the situations we find 
ourselves in, that most define our lived 
experience. Comedy borders the 
paradigms most prescribe to, and our 
choices, this mostly from observation and 
re-enactment of our lived reality. In its 
core, there is a shadow of being so brutally 
truthful that it makes the next person 
laugh, because we all see them but rarely 
speak about them, unless we are in our 
safe spaces or are unaware.

Its February guys, and we just 
barely just walked in with our 
little life trophies and saying we 
got this, we got this!. We are 
going to do the best we can to 
stay afloat. The truth about those 
resolutions; is slowly re 
presenting itself. You are 
screwed if you don't self correct; 
there are days were you wake up 
motivated and some not; some 
you do it because you have to; 
some just because you can't let 
yourself and others down. But 
deep down the only person that 
knows you is you. If you don't 
accept and share it with people 
that can help; mostly those 

outside your circle you are really screwed. 
Accept that you have a problem and please 
seek help. If you haven't lived through it 
you will not understand or you have just 
developed a coping mechanism that helps 
you take on life one step at a time and you 
don't.
Having said that I would like to say, you 
had your race my brother and only you 
know why I and many more are writing 
this for you at this point in time. But rest 
well. To the family of Vuyo Jiya we would 
like to thank you for having blessed us 
with his presence in our life's and send our 
deepest condolences. He was an 
inspiration to most and he was well know 

for always talking about things we would 
not dear touch and make us laugh at 
ourselves. He was a shining light and a 
true soldier in front of the many challenges 
we face as young Mahikeng men trying to 
pursue our dreams and make a meaningful 
impact. 2023 reminds us that we need to 
check up on each other more; self 
retrospect what role we play in other 
people's lives and being real to our own 
realities and stop looking for people to 
blame. It is not our fault, that we are here, 
but it is our own if we do nothing. At this 
point we will not speculate about what 
happened or try to philosophy what is. 
Social media is abuzz with the death of 
Comedian Vuyo Jiya who lost his life on 
Thursday February 02nd. The cause of 
death had not been confirmed at time of 
going to print.
 “I'm perplexed Bafwethu. I just heard 
about the passing of a dear friend and 
colleague in the arts industry. Yet another 
fallen souljah. Now, this why I'm at a loss 
for words... I'm celebrating my son's 
birthday and smack in the middle of it I 
get breaking news about Vuyo Jiya's 
passing. I don't know how I feel really. I'm 
beside myself, so to speak.
The last time I felt like this (having mixed 
with emotions) was four years ago, on a 
day just like this.
I was at Rustenburg coming home... Now, 
this queue Marshall saw me pick up a 

hitch-hiker and he immediately reported 
me to his superiors. Nikkaz came over and 
stopped me as I was about to hit the road. 
Ba mpatrekile meswatlha ele... long story 
short, they snatched my car keys and 
threatened to impound my car if i wasn't 
willing to pay them R3500. I'll never 
forget that day...because as this guy was 
driving my car, with me seated in the 
passenger's seat, back to their offices, I 
received a call from my mom telling me 
"Le tshegofaditswe ka ngwana wa 
mosimane"... my eyes welled up 
immediately. Ke llile ke sa rase... Infact I 
didn't know whether to cry or rejoice. In 
the end I came home alone, minus the 
R1000 my aunt paid to bail me out. Kore 
ke tlile ke lla, kaafa ke tshega...
What I'm getting at ke gore Vuyo was a 
funny guy (A comedian of note). Now, to 
remember him and not laugh at the jokes 
he always cracked sounds downright 
unjust. Alas, to remember that I, also lost a 
friend in him sounds too good to be true. 
Here's my favourite punch line from him. 
"Meghan", you are too "Good" to be true. 
Rest eazy my king Vee!” said Tearless.
More details will become available as the 
story develops, the family has requested to 
be given time deal with the situation and 
more information will be shared in due 
time.

Comedian Vuyo Jiya's death sends 
shockwaves through the North West arts 
and entertainment industry
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 Comedian Vuyo Jiya will be missed by many. Picture Facebook
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Rusternburg: NW ANC 
Chairperson Nono Maloyi said at 
the resumption of the ANC's 

national policy conference virtually,  at the 
Rustenburg Civic Center yesterday, he has 
brought to the table issues that affect 
people in the region such as water scarcity, 
mining rights and high unemployment 
rates: 
Each and every policy, which is going to 
be adopted today, in this conference must 

favour the North West firstly, and the 
country as a whole so we are here to ensure 
that we defend and protect the interest of 
the people of the North West,” said Maloyi. 
“We have views on the step aside role, we 
have views on renewal, we have views on 
the constitutional amendments, we have 
views on the economic transformation, and 
I would like to spend some time on the 
economic transformation. 
“North West is one of the provinces where 

you have a lot of Mineral Resources, most 
of the mine's are here in Rustenburg, 
Platinum and so on. But if you look into 
the situation in the North West, the 
majority of our people are unemployed. 
“I read a report which says the 
unemployment in the North West province 
is almost 52%. It's quite disturbing, 
knowing that we have all these mines 
which are employing thousands and 
thousands of people. Then you ask 

yourself, who are these people, are they 
from this province and so on. 
“But secondly, is the share-holding 
structure in those mines. Do we have 
people from the North West who are part of 
the shareholders and so on, are we 
benefiting as the North West from all those 
things. 
“We also have views on the issues of 
water, you will recall that this December, it 
was a black Christmas for the people of the 

North West. Most of our people didn't 
have water and they suffered because 
they didn't enjoy this Christmas. So we 
are going to speak on those issues. 
“When a report was presented earlier on 
strategy and tactics, one of the 
weaknesses which was identified was 
that if we don't address certain issues, 
among those is the energy crisis, our 
people will punish us.
“We want to add the issue of challenges 
of water provision, because we must lift 
this thing of water otherwise our people 
are not going to vote for the ANC come 
2024, ” stressed Maloyi. 
Regarding the NW's PEC decision to 
endorse Dr Zweli Mkhize instead of 
Cyril Ramaphosa at the conference, 
Maloyi said the Nasrec conference was 
not about the President, but it was about 
a collective, which is the national 
executive committee. 
He said when they went to the 
conference they went to elect the 
national executive committee, starting 
with the Top 7 of which the President is 
part of.
“When we left the province, we said 
that the conference was a national 
conference, not a provincial conference. 
Now provinces when they go to a 
national conference, they discuss with 
other provinces, you will agree on 
certain issues, you don't agree on 
certain issues, you persuade and must 
be persuaded. 
“But that portion of electing a 
leadership is now over, we are done 
with that exercise, comrade Cyril 
Ramaphosa and the collective, have 
been elected, this is now the leadership 
of the ANC, all of us, we must rally 
behind that leadership, irrespective of 
the fact that others had different 
preferences, now all of are rallying 
behind that leadership, “said Maloyi. 
ANC president Cyril Ramaphosa has 
called on party members to exercise 
discipline as they start the second part 
of the party's 55th national conference 
in the Free State.
“I call upon all of us to exercise 
patience as well as the understanding as 
we seek to interact with each other as 
delegates on an online platform and that 
in itself can cause many challenges.
“This may not be the most ideal way to 
conclude a conference but we are called 
upon to exercise discipline and to bring 
a conclusion to this historic 
conference,” he said.
Ramaphosa was delivering his opening 
remarks at the resumption of the 
conference, which saw him being 
elected as president for a second term 
and was adjourned last month. 
Delegates also voted for the top seven 
leadership as well as the party's national 
executive committee members at 
Nasrec in December.
Source: Newsnote
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If we do not address certain issues the people 
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Mahikeng: The digital world 
allows for endless possibilities 
in the right hands, it is part of 

our lived reality as it finds its way into 
each aspect of our daily lives. Artificial 
intelligence is a big component of this 
world, this allows computers to be able to 
solve requests from users using input 
analysis and processing the action. We see 
them on our social media, where you 

would Google 
a particular 
subject and 
adverts or 
content that is 
related gets 
channeled 
through your 
whole digital 
network or 
you can ask it 
anything and 
it will answer 

like Apple's Siri. 
Botlhale AI is a research and innovation 
start up that specializes in conversational 
AI. They aim to broaden the scope by 
providing the system in African languages. 
The company was founded by Sange 
Maxaku, Thapelo Nthite and Xolisani 
Nkwentsha in March 2019. “Computer 
systems have become an integral part of 

our everyday lives and as a result, natural 
spoken language is a desired form of 
human computer interaction” says the 
company.
“Despite the proliferation of technologies 
that allows speech-based human-computer 
interactions, they are mainly available in 
English, making it impossible for those 
who do not speak the language to use it. 
Botlhale AI wanted to change this”. 
“We have a suite of Natural Language 
Processing tools, built to help service 
providers and developers unleash the 
commercial power of human language 
technologies in African languages. Not 
only that, but to help people gain accessed 
to digital solutions using natural spoken 
language”.
The start-up designed a multilingual voice-
enabled, no-code, conversational AI bot 
builder for its customers.
“We think that language should not be a 

barrier to accessing digital services. In 
fact, we believe it should be an enabler for 
people to access and engage with their 
service providers effectively”
Botlhale AI's bots can understand text and 
speech in South African languages, so 
users can send voice notes; Run on 
multiple channels at the same time, 
allowing users to have a presence on 
WhatsApp, Messenger, Telegram and other 
platforms. This includes automatic human 
hand-off when they don't understand what 
the user is saying; Provide users with 
analytics based on real customer 
conversations.
In 2020, Nthite was named one of Mail & 
Guardian's Top 200 Young South Africans. 
Botlhale AI was also one of 25 high-
growth start-ups hand-picked by 
Grindstone, a Cape Town-based 
accelerator, for a year-long programme in 
2022.

Language preservation a key 
component of Botlhale AI

ahikeng: Street KID Media MFoundation has announced 
the launch of the 1st Annual 

Bush Bootcamp an exciting programme 
that will get both young and old geared 
up for the new year. The 3 day camp 
and hike will take place from 24th – 
26th February 2023 at the Thorndale 
Farm (Kgobokoe farm) near Tsetse in 
Mahikeng. The programme is open to 
people of all ages.
The new camp focuses on change 
management, character building and 
team building for participants by 
providing a space for introspection and 
self development. The participants will 
be put through challenges with a 20 KM 
hike to and from the campsite; and an 
activity filled second day that will put 
them through their paces. The day will 
be ended of with an outdoor cinema and 
concert by the fire featuring local acts 
and campers themselves.
“We are happy to launch this new 
initiative, with the help of our 
neighboring farming communities who 
have given us access to their properties 
to do community programmes. Since 
the hosting of Freedom Camp we have 
had numerous request for more 
programmes by our participants, thus 
the launch of an opening and closing 
camp in 2023. This is to allow for better 
spread of the programme that has been 
offered with our main annual camp” 
said Programme Coordinator Lekopane 
Nkisa.
The programme will be offered by 
experienced facilitators from the local 
community. Those wishing to 
participate or take part in the boot camp 
are encouraged to register with the 
foundation on these details 
streetkidmediafoundation1@gmail.com 
or 0605040472.

Street KID 
Media 
Foundation 
launches its 
first quarter 
youth camps

Sange Maxaku, Thapelo Nthite and Xolisani 
Nkwentsha founded Botlhale Al in March 2019
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Montshioa: Setumo 
Park FC were 
crowned the new 

champions of the The Village 
Knockout Soccer Tournament 

after 
defeatin
g Pfizer 
FC 4-1, 
at the 
Montshi
oa 
Artificia
l Turf 
Stadium
.  

Goals by Dumisani Moroe, 
Thoriso Phatudi and Emmanuel 
Tau secured the title which saw 
them dethrone 2019 winners 
Kings FC who were knockout 

by Mafikeng Football Academy 
in the quarterfinals, while 
Kgothatso Mokale grabbed a 
consolation for Pfizer FC. 
Setumo Park FC defeated 
Mafikeng Football Academy (1-
4), The Spears FC (2-3), 
Amapiano FC (2-1) to reach 
their first The Village Knockout 
Soccer Tournament final, while 
Pfizer FC from Kgomola 
Section in Bodibe Village 
overcame Nomakanjani FC (3-
0), Home Defenders FC (2-3), 
Natanga FC (1-2) to reach their 
first final in their first 

appearance of the tournament. 
The Village Knockout Soccer 
Tournament Awards
Champions: Setumo Park FC 
(R20 000.00)
Second position: Pfizer FC 
(R5000.00) 
Goalkeeper of the tournament: 
Obakeng Molatole (R500.00)
Top goal scorer of the 
tournament: Dumisani Moroe (6 
goals R500.00)
Player of the tournament: 
Thoriso Phatudi (R1000.00)
Coach of the tournament: 
Gopolang Lebele (R1000.00)
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Manthe: Motshameka-pele o o 
di phatsa wa maloba wa 
setlhopa sa selegae sa Mighty 

Boys kwa motseng wa Manthe gaufi le 
Taung, o boela kgotlha-tshekelo ka 
Labobedi go lopa beile. Bakang 
“Mahomed” Katong (31) yo jaanong 
eleng rakgwebo, gape a latofadiwa ka go 
rekisa seritibatsi sa nyaope, o latofadiwa 
ka go bolaya Thabiso “W” Mothibedi (35) 
kwa motseng wa Manthe gaufi le Taung.
Go begwa fa Bakang ga mmogo le 
balatofadiwa nae, Thabang Lenyai (23), 
Katlego Mosimege (31) le morwa 
rragwe, Phenyo Katong (34), ba ne ba 
bolaya Mothibedi setlhogo ka kgwedi 
ya Mopitlwe mo ngwageng o o fetileng.
Go begwa fa Mothibedi yo go kaiwang 
fa a ne a goga seritibatsi sa nyaope, a ne 
a tsena kwa ntlung ya ga Katong, mme a 
utswa matsebetsebe a madi a balelwang 
go R20 000 ga mmogo le motsoko wa 
boleng jwa R600. Go begwa fa morago 
ga tiragalo eno, Mothibedi one a le 
botsa phokoje le go leba kwa motseng 
wa Longaneng.
Go ya ka sebueledi sa sepodisi mo 
Bokone Bophirima, Capt Sam 
Tselanyane, go begwa fa segongwana 
seno sa banna ba ba neng ba tshakgetse, 
ba ne ba tswa letsholo le go batlana le 
Mothibedi. Go kaiwa fa ba ne ba mo 
fitlhela ale ko ga mothakga kwa 
motseng wa Longaneng.
“Dipatlisiso tsa sepodisi di supa fa 
segongwana seno sa banna, sene sa 
thopa Mothibedi ka dikgoka, mme ba 
leba le ene kwa motseng wa Manthe. Go 
begwa fa bane ba fitlha ba mo gokelela 
mo genereiteng mme ba mo digela 
dingalo go utlwala.
“Mme go begwa fa ba ne ba mo 
itlhaganedisa kwa kliniking ya selegae 
morago ga go lemoga fa a neela mowa. 
Go begwa fa Mothibedi a ne a 
netefadiwa a tlhokofetse kwa kliniking. 
Balatofadiwa ba ne ba tshwarwa le go 
latofadiwa ka polao,” Tselanyane wa 
bega.
Tiragalo e, e ne ya tshakgatsa baagi ba 
motse wa Manthe. Ene ya re ka di 1 
Motsheganong 2022, baagi ba ne ba 
tswa letsholo le go fisa dintlo dile tharo 
tsa balatofadiwa ga mmogo le go ja 
sejanaga sa bone sa mabaibai ka molelo.
Banna ba, ba ne ba tswelela go ka 
shadikanya matlho fa pele ga kgotlha-
tshekelo makgetlho a le mmalwa. Fela 
kgetsi ya bone ene ya busediwa morago 
go fitlha di 15 Tlhakole 2023. Go kaiwa 
fa banna bano ba ba kwa ntlo-
lefitshwana, ba ne ba tsenya kopo ya 
beile e potlakileng.
Ba ne ba neelwa tshono eo, mme ene ya 
re ka Labobedi wa beke e fitileng, 
balatofadiwa ba ne ba tshwanelwa ke go 
ipobola. Fela go ne ga dira jalo Lenyai 
ga mmogo le Mosimege morago ga gore 
Katong a latlhegelwe ke bana ba 
basimane ba le babedi. Go ya ka 
tshedimosetso ya sepodisi, bana ba ga 
Katong, ba ne ba le magareng ga 
basimane ba le bane ba ba magareng ga 
dingwaga dile 5 le 7, ba ba neng ba 
nwela kwa molapong fa ba ne ba ile go 
thuma.  
Kgotlha-tshekelo ya Taung, e tla reetsa 
maiteko a beile a banna bano gape ka 
Labobedi. | Tshedimosetso ka Taung 
Daily News 

Motshameki wa 
maloba wa 
setlhopha sa 
Mighty Boys o 
boela kgotla-
tshekelo

Setumo Park FC crowned The Village 
Knockout Soccer Tournament Champions

Setumo Park FC celebrate win at Montshioa Artificial Turf 
Stadium: Picture by Ofentse Letlape/Kgwele

15th January - 15th February 2023 EditionSport



Distribution: Mahikeng.Tlokwe. Matlosana. Ventersdorp. Colliny. Ditsobotla. Ramotshere. Rusternburg. Vryburg. Taung. January 2023 Edition Vol 2 No 1

Free Copy

The community of 
Ramatlabama takes 
Kgora to task on casual 
workers list shenanigans
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M
ahikeng: The community 
of Ramatlabama Village 
near Mahikeng on 

Tuesday, January 31st closed the 
gravel road leading to Kgora 
Agricultural Center in protest over 
the list and numbers of casual 
workers contracted by the institution. 
A call was recently made by the 

institution for 50 casual workers that 
were to be sourced from the 
neighboring villages of 
Ramatlabama and Tsetse. Of these, 
40 were to come from Sixhundred, 
Makgogwane, Ikopeleng and Miga 
while 10 would come from Tsetse 
Villages. 
As per practice these workers were 

selected by the 
community through 
a rotation system 
and the list was 
provided to the 
center. Upon arrival 
for work on 
Monday, the 
workers had been 

informed that 16 of them would no 
longer be required and must go 
home. This caused an uproar from 
the community as they latter found 
out that, that number of workers was 
allocated to Moshawane Village 
which is much further away from the 
center and is not within the 

immediate municipal wards 3 and 4. 
According to local ward councilors 
in ward 3 and 4 Thoriso Mogapi and 
Mogomotsi Senokwane; “We met 
with the manager of the center and a 
representative from the MEC of 
Agriculture's office. We then agreed 
that the people that were initially in 
the list must be reinstated. Our 
argument was that for unskilled 
labour you cannot skip the 
immediate communities and give 
opportunities to others outside the 
area while there's is so much 
unemployment in those areas. We 
also resolved that there must be 
better communication between the 

center and the immediate community 
which are the custodians and primary 
stakeholders of the center and this 
should be done through the 
appointed leadership” said 
Senokwane.
“All the communities were allocated 
equally. EPWP caters by law to the 
immediate communities it is not 
possible that we can get people from 
other wards to work on projects that 
can be done by those in our ward. 
We also have agreed that the center 
should also serve and benefit 
organisations and residents in the 
area” added Thoriso Mogapi .

Residents protesting against EPWP contract 
worker list at Kgora Agricultural Center in 
Mahikeng. Picture supplied.By Ramotswedi Rammutla


