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North West Premier Bushy Maape set to deliver his second SOPA. Picture Ofentse Letlape



ahikeng: MSome 
members of 

the local taxi 
associations in 
Mahikeng recently 
barricaded roads with 
stones and trees in 
protest against the North 
West University (NWU) 
alleging that the 
institution was having 
awarding special 
transport service which 
excluded the local taxi 
associations. 
The local taxi members 
barred major roads in 

Mahikeng and the 
campus entrance – 
which negatively 
impacted the transport 
service use to ferry 
students to their 
accommodation. The 
taxi members demanded 
to be included in the 
transport service of the 
university. Speaking to 
the institution's 
spokesperson, 
Christopher Motabogi 
about the situation at the 
institution, he confirmed 
calm was restored at the 
Mahikeng campus 

following the disruption. 
“The NWU wishes to 
confirm that it has no 
transport arrangements 
in place with any outside 
parties as alleged by the 
aggrieved taxi drivers. 
What is in place though, 
are private transport 
arrangements between 
private accommodation 
providers and students 
being housed by the 
former,” Motabogi said. 
“This is done, in a 
private capacity, to 
ensure that students, 
especially those who 

reside far from campus, 
are transported to and 
from the NWU campus 
to attend to their 
academic activities,” 
Motabogi further said. 
Members of the South 
African Police Service 
were keeping a watchful 
eye on the situation. 
“Management of the 
Mahikeng campus will 
communicate with all its 
stakeholders, 
particularly students, as 
and when the need 
arises,” concluded 
Motabogi.

Page 2

Stray lioness shot dead

ahikeng: A lioness Mthat escaped from a 
container while in 

transit on the back of a Ford 
Ranger bakkie this week has 
been shot dead.

The North West Department of 
Economic Development, 
Environment, Conservation and 
Tourism confirmed the incident.
Department spokesperson Jerry 
Matebesi said the lioness that 
escaped on Wednesday while 
being transported from 
Leeubosch Game Farm, through 
Setlagole and Stella, to another 
game farm in Tlakgameng had 
been located and fatally shot.

"The lioness was discovered by 
another farmer in the Piet Plessis 
area within the Dr Ruth Mompati 
District. The farmer identified the 
lioness this morning and called 
the owner immediately. Due to 
the fact that the lioness was 
roaming around within a 
residential area, the farm owner 
took a decision to shoot the 
lioness. The department is 
thankful that no community 
members were harmed," 
Matebesi said.
The shooting of the lion comes 
just weeks after Sheba, a female 
tiger that escaped in Gauteng, 
was shot dead.
Source IOL

Picture Supplied

The Maftownian proudly displays the 
“FAIR” stamp of the Press Council of 
South Africa, indicating our commitment 
to adhere to the Code of Ethics for Print 
and online media which prescribes that 
our reportage is truthful, accurate and fair. 
Should you wish to lodge a complaint 
about our news coverage, please lodge a 
complaint on the Press Council's website, 
www.presscouncil.org.za or email the 
complaint to 
enquiries@ombudsman.org.za. Contact 
the Press Council on 011 4843612.
editorial@themaftownian.com.

0605040472

0605040472

Picture Supplied

15th February - 15th March 2023 Edition

Taxi operators protest against 
North West University



Page 3 15th February-15th March 2023 Edition

ahikeng: The official opening Mof the North West Provincial 
Legislature will be held in 

Mmabatho on February 24, officiated by 
the Speaker Susan Basetsana Dantjie. 
The official opening affords the Premier 
Keaobitsa Bushy Maape to deliver his 
State of the Province Address (SOPA) 
which will be his second since he got 
into office. 
Maape had inherited a government under 
section 100, and recovering from a state 
of disaster due to Covid 19. In his 2022 
address he had indicated that the 
province will look in to accelerating 
economic recovery and boosting investor 
confidence. This through the Accelerated 
Service Delivery Plan with aims to 
enhance service delivery and create new 
jobs. His plan was based on Mega 
Infrastructure projects to a tune of R32 
Billion. The projects earmarked were in 
water sanitation with 29 projects with a 
planned value of R11 Billion; road 
infrastructure with 37 projects at R7.7 
Billion, Human settlements at R3200 
Billion, Information Communication 
Technologies at R5 billion, Agro 
Processing, Mineral Beneficiation, 
Capital Equipments, Renewable Energy 
and Logistics worth R3 Billion; as well 
as Industrial Development projects at 
R3200 billion. 
His state of the province address will 
definitely have to speak to the planning 
panel's recommendation towards the 
proposed economic recovery plan. Many 
of the proclamations had been done as to 
which projects will be undertaken in the 
new financial year with some projects 
having been rolled out with service 
providers and contractors getting on site. 
The premier who had addressed the 
recently held State of the Nation 
Addresses (SONA) had been quoted as 

saying that there are no bad roads in the 
North West Province and this is expected 
to be a point to clear in his SOPA. The 
Mahika Mahikeng Cultural Festival 
which has caused a stare, inclusive of the 
stagnancy in the Arts and Tourism 
sectors, that had been identified by 
former administrations; including the 5th 
administration as some of the key sectors 
to resuscitate are key points. 
He has whoever since his ascension to 
office steered away from and had not 
made any meaningful contribution in 
regards to these and other sectors which 
form the back bone of the provinces 
economy. The issue of roads may how 
ever be high on his agenda as this will 
allow for the movement of commodities 
and tourist as a transit province. Areas 
like Bojanala,Dr Kenneth Kaunda and 
Ngaka Modiri Molema districts will also 
be key areas as most of these projects 
will be undertaken there. The Mahikeng 
revitalization project has been underway 
with consultation taking place. The 
return of the Casino license to 
Mmabatho palms, renovation of the 
Mmabatho Stadium as well as the 
Goerge Dick Montshioa International 
Airport projects would also be key 
points to come out of the address.
The province is facing yet another 
challenge with flooding in many areas of 
the province and service delivery 
protests in communities. These are 
expected to escalate in days leading to 
the SOPA as communities show their 
dissatisfaction. As head of Government 
the people of North West would expect 
that there would be a light at the end of 
the tunnel in the North West which has 
been marred by corruption in the past 
which lead to the section 100 in many of 
its municipalities and departments.

Maape to deliver 
his second State of 
the Province 
Address (SOPA)

North West Premier Bushy Maape . Picture Supplier
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